MEDIA - BUSINESS INSIGHTS

Shipping from China Explained: Sea, Air, FCL
and LCL

The main ways to ship goods from China, how they are charged, and the documents you will need,
without the jargon.

By the Made in China Easy team, Guangzhou - 31 October 2026

Shipping is often the part new importers worry about most. It becomes simple once you know the options.

Seaorair?

* Sea freightis the usual choice for most goods. It costs much less per kilo and suits larger loads.

* Air freight costs more but suits urgent, small, light or high-value goods.

Full or shared container?

* Full container (FCL): you book a whole 20-foot or 40-foot container. Good value when you have enough
goods to fill most of it.

¢ Shared container (LCL): your goods share a container with other shippers. You pay for the space you use.
Good for smaller loads.

At larger volumes a full container is often cheaper than shared space, so it is worth comparing.

How shippingis charged
* Sea (shared): by size or weight, whichever is more. One cubic metre counts as 1,000 kg.

® Air: by actual weight or size-based weight, whichever is more. One cubic metre counts as 167 kg.

* Full container: a price per container.

Light, bulky goods are charged by size. Small, heavy goods are charged by weight.
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Documents you will usually need

® Commercial invoice and packing list

Bill of lading (sea) or air waybill (air)

Certificate of origin, when your country asks for it

Any product certificates your country requires

Some countries need extra checks before shipping. For example, some African countries require a pre-
shipment inspection.

Door to door, or port to port?

You can ship to your destination port or airport and handle customs yourself, or ask for customs clearance and
delivery to your door. Import duties and taxes in your country are always extra.

Special goods

Batteries, chemicals, liquids, food, cosmetics, vehicles and high-value goods need special handling and
paperwork, and are always quoted individually.

Get a price

Try our shipping estimate for an indicative price, or request a quote. Routes, prices and paperwork depend on

your goods and destination, so every shipment is quoted individually.

Talk to our team in Guangzhou.
Get a quote: www.madeinchinaeasy.com/get-started - Ask a question:

www.madeinchinaeasy.com/contact - Free consultation: www.madeinchinaeasy.com/insights/connect
- WhatsApp: message us from our website

General information, not legal, tax or financial advice. Bank accounts, visas, registrations, customs clearance and import approval are
decided by banks and authorities and cannot be guaranteed. © 2026 Made in China Easy.
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https://www.madeinchinaeasy.com/estimate/shipping
https://www.madeinchinaeasy.com/logistics#quote

